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opened door. Coming through such a messenger, it was just
the reply he might have expected. Immediately after, he re-
peated it to the cardinal, and to the cur£; the cur£ being sup-
ported by his archbishop, contented himself with shrugging his
shoulders. But the Cardinal said to M. le Due d'Orldans that
Madame de Mouchy, one of the two who ought to be sent
away, was not a fit person to bring Madame la Duchesse to
reason; that it was his duty to carry this message to her, and
to exhort her to do her duty as a Christian shortly about to
appear before God; and the Archbishop pressed the Regent to
go and say so to her. It will be believed, without difficulty,
that his eloquence gained nothing. This Prince feared too
much his daughter, and would have been but a feeble apostle
with uer.
Reiterated refusals determined the Cardinal to go and speak
to Madame la Duchesse de Berry, accompanied by the curd,
and as he wished to set about it at once, M. le Due d'Orl&ms,
who did not dare to hinder him, but who feared some sudden
and dangerous revolution in his daughter at the sight and at
the discourses of the two pastors, conjured him to wait until
preparations could be made to receive him. He went, therefore,
and held another colloquy through the door with Madame de
Mouchy, the success of which was equal to the other. Madame
la Duchesse de Berry flew into fury, railed in unruly terms
against these hypocritical humbugs, who took advantage of her
state and their calling to dishonour her by an unheard-of
scandal, not in the least sparing her father for his stupidity and
feebleness in allowing it. To have heard her, you would have
thought that the cur^ and the Cardinal ought to be kicked
downstairs.
M. le Due d'Orl^ans returned to the ecclesiastics, looking very
small; and not knowing what to do between his daughter and
them. However, he said to them that she was so weak and
suffering that they must put off their visit, persuading them as
well as he could. The attention and anxiety of the large com-
pany which filled the room were extreme: everything was
known afterwards, bit by bit, during the day.

